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	The Honorable Brett Guthrie
Chair, Committee on Energy & 
Commerce
Washington, DC 20515

	The Honorable Frank Pallone Jr.
Ranking Member, Committee on Energy & Commerce
Washington, DC 20515

	The Honorable Morgan Griffith
Chair, Committee on Energy & 
Commerce, Health Subcommittee
Washington, DC 20515
	The Honorable Diana DeGette
Ranking Member, Committee on Energy & Commerce, Health Subcommittee
Washington, DC 20515



Dear Chairman Guthrie, Ranking Member Pallone Jr., Chairman Griffith and Ranking Member DeGette, 

Prevent Blindness thanks you for your leadership supporting public health, preventive health care services, and for your work on the Energy and Commerce Committee. We write to urge you to support the inclusion of the bipartisan Early Detection of Vision Impairments for Children Act (H.R. 2527) in any final health package considered at the end of this year. 

Despite the presence of numerous public health programs that support early childhood development, including children’s hearing and oral health, there is currently no federally funded program or initiative in the United States that specifically addresses children’s vision or that fosters a cohesive and equitable system of eye health for children. According to the National Center for Children’s Vision and Eye Health, significant disparities exist in children’s vision and eye health outcomes and access to eye care across the United States. State laws to address children’s vision vary widely in approaches and often lack protocols for both referrals to eye care providers and documentation to ensure eye care was received. States may also lack the necessary resources to adequately capture data on rates of received eye care, leading to challenges in addressing existing disparities among demographic sub-populations or in rural or under-resourced communities.

The EDVI Act will establish state and community-based EDVI programs across the United States to address children’s vision and eye health. The goal of the EDVI Act is to ensure that every child with a possible vision problem is identified and connected to appropriate eye care, to support early childhood professionals, health care providers, and families with updated and evidence-based vision screening methods and established referrals to care, and implement follow-up protocols to ensure that children who need eye care treatment receive it before a vision problem leads to potential vision loss.

The EDVI Act models the bipartisan success of the Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) program that has drastically increased the rates screening and referral to care for infants 





with hearing loss since 1999. The EDVI program would be the first national-level program established to specifically address children’s vision and eye health in the United States.

Like the EHDI program, the EDVI Act will provide states and communities with grant funding to improve, update, and modernize state and community approaches to children’s vision and eye health and integrate it into ongoing programs and systems of care that already address other 
aspects of children’s physical, behavioral, and sensory health in places such as early learning or school- and community-based health settings. The EDVI Act also allows for technical assistance  for states and communities to access evidence-based guidelines to address children’s vision and eye health while also making resources available to the public.

The EDVI Act also fosters collaboration between the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the U.S. Department of Education to ensure that children’s vision and eye health is integrated into ongoing programs and interventions where children’s vision and eye health has a natural fit (such as in school-based health initiatives like Head Start and others) and to foster research efforts at the National Eye Institute.

Children’s vision and eye health must become a national priority to ensure that children can grow up with the healthiest vision possible and realize their full potential across their lifetime. Passing this important legislation would signify Congress’s commitment to preventing avoidable blindness and preserving the sight of our nation’s children. 

We thank you again for your leadership on public health policy and encourage you to support the inclusion of the Early Detection of Vision Impairments for Children Act (H.R. 2527) in any end of the year package. 

We appreciate your consideration of this request. If you have any questions regarding the legislation or would like additional information, please contact Sara Everett Brown, Director of Government Affairs at Prevent Blindness, at severettbrown@preventblindness.org. 

Sincerely,

Prevent Blindness
[other organizations]
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